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and minor. Mr. Ray, in his Synopfis anim. p. 154,
chapter of monkeys, thinks, this is that fpecies de-
fcribed by Clufius from Lerius, which they call §a-
gowin. I am,
SIR,

Your truly humble ervant,

James Parfons.

XXI. Extratt of a Letter fromNaples, con-
cerning Herculaneum, containing an Ace

count and Defcription of the Place, and
what has been found in i1. |

Read April 18. HE entrance into Herculaneum is

1751 defcribed to be down a narrow
paflage, cut with a gradual defcent; and, towards
the bottom, into fteps: and the city is fuppofed to
lie about 60 feet under the furface of the ground.
Thofe, who go down into it, carry each of them a
wax taper, and are preceded by a guide. It is fup-
pofed, that, befides the earthquake, which fwallow’d
up this town, it was alfo at the fame time over-
whelmed with the burning lava, which then ran
down from mount Vefuvius, during the eruption.
And accordingly all the paffages into it are cut thro’
this lava ; which is a very hard fubftance, like ftone,
of a flate-colour, and faid to be compofed of various
kinds of metals and glafs ; which indeed is manifeft
in the appearance of it. The ftreets of Naples are
paved with the fame lava: but it feems to be of Ia;
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much more foft and {andy fubftance in Herculaneum,
than in the places, where they dig it for ufe.

The appearance of this city would greatly difap-
point fuch, "as fhould have raifed their expectation to
fee in it {fpacious ftreets and fronts of houfes ; for they
would find nothing but long narrow paflages, juft
high enough to walk upright in, with a bafket upon
the head; and wide enough for thie workmen, who
carry them, to pafs each other, with the dirt they
dig out. ‘There is a vaft number of thefe paffages,
cut one out of another ; fo that one might perhaps
walk the fpace of two miles, by going up every
turning. .

Their method of digging is this. "Whenever they
find a wall, they clear a paffage along the fide of it.
When they come to an angle, they turn with it ; and
when they come to a door or 2 window, they make
their way into it. But when they have {0 done, they
are far from finding themfelves in a {pacious room,
or open area; for all the rooms and places they have
yet found, are filled fo brimfull: with lava, that it
fticks on to the fides of the walls; and they can ad-
vance no farther, than as they can make their way
by digging : which is fuch infinite labour, that when
they ceafe to find any thing worth their fearch; they
fill up the place again, and begin to dig elfewhere.
By which means no place is quite cleared, to the
great grief of every one, who has the leaft fhare of
curiofity. But the king does not chufe to proceed
in any other method. Confequently, it does not ap-

- pear how many ftories high the houfes may be ; nor
is any thing to be feen over the head but lava. In
which lava are vaft numbers of burnt beams, that.

feem
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feem to have been beams or joifts of floors ; tho’ they
are now little more than black duft ; and where they
are quite moulder’d away, one may plainly fee the
grain of the wood imprinted in the lava; fo clofe
did it ftick.

In one paflage, they pafled by a great many pillars,
lying about three feet diftant from each other; fup-
pofed to have compofed a portico, or colonnade.
They are of brick, plaifter’d, and are fluted, and
painted red. They are broken off, a little above the
bafe, and are thrown down, in fuch a manner, that
they now lie in an horizontal pofition, in the midit
of the lava.

In another place, they pafled through a fepulchre,
a little kind of room, about 12 fect {quare; which
was built up, all round, in the fame manner as ftoves
are in our modern kitchens, with niches, like the
arched holes under fuch ftoves, for the athes to fall
into. In each of thofe niches was a common earthen
urn or pot, with a cover, full of dry bones, appear-
ing as if they were worm-eaten.

In another part, they manifeftly went in at the
door of an houfe; and faw a window a little on
one fide of it. They feemed to be in a good large
room ; but the lava was left all ftanding in the mid=
dle of it, and only a paflage made round it, in order
to get the paintings off from the walls. There have
been feveral rooms opened, from whence they have
taken away paintings and mofaic floors, but which
are now filled up again. Some bits of mofaic floors
ftill remain, and are vifible.

They paflfed another place, which is called a bath,
and has that appearance. It is of a circular formé

an
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end feems to have been made to contain water. Here
were found fome marble and fome ftatues. And a
little way diftant from this is a ftone ftair-cafe; but
what it leads to, is not yet known.

Then they paffed by a well, built round with a
parapet-wall on the top, and an arch turned over it;
whereby the lava has been prevented from choak-
ing it up; and it is now a good well.

In another place, they walked, for about 30 fect,
in a flrait line, along the fide of a ftone building,
fuppofed to be a temple. It has two very deep fteps
all along the bottom ; and then an upright flat fur-
face, about 4 or 5 feet high; and then a narrow
cornice ; and feems to be the bafis or pedeftal for a
colonnade of vpillars. In one part of it they have
begun to dig, above the cornice, and find no inter-
ruption ; which adds to the probability of its being
the fpace between the pillars. However, none are
yet difcovered; and it will be fome time, before they
can be able to determine what it is.

In another place is juft fuch another building of
the like fort, but of a circular form, This they have
but juft begun to find.

In fome places the company faw little bits of paint~
ings on the walls ; but they are taken away prefently
after they are found.

It is fuppofed, that the workmen are at prefent
got no farther than the fuburbs of the town, in this
part of their fearch; having met with no grand
buildings, unlefs the two laft-mention’d thould prove -
to be fuch. ,

But the theatre (which is mention’d by the
writer of the letter as moft: worth fecing) is aboali;

h
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‘half a quarter of a mile from the place, where the
company firft went down. The company therefore
now re-afcended, and walked thither.

A very good view may be had of this theatre,
even without defcending under-ground ; for, over the
feats, a very large well is dug through the ground,
and through the lava; the diameter of which well
may be perhaps 15 or 20 fect; and the depth of it
about 6o feet; and the fides of it are all {moothed
and white-wafthed : fo that it lets in a very ftrong
light ; and a perfon may look down from the top,
and have a very good view of the feats: but no one
can fee the whole of it, without going down under-
ground, which this party therefore did.

They perceived, that a paflfage had been cleared
all round the outfide wall of it; which appears ta
have been plaiftered, and painted with pillars, and
other kinds of ornaments ; moft of which are taken
away. They walked all round the corridor on the
infide, which led to the feats. It is here totally cleared
of the lava; and they could fee the arched roof,
which is plaifter’d. This corridor was lined and
paved with marble; but it is now all taken away.
There are 25 rows of feats, all of ftone. There is a
pretty wide {pace of them, cleared quite down to the
bottom; fo that a very perfect view may be had of
them. The door-ways are alfo all cleared ; and like-
wife the little ftair-cafes, 8 or 10 in number, which
~ led to thefe feats. But part of the @rena remains not
yet cleared. This whole building feems to be per-
fetly intire ; and nothing appears to be thrown out
of its place. - It is imagined, that it ferved both
for a theatre and an amphitheatre. 'There does not

appear
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~ appear to have been any covering over the feats. It
was in the niches of the corridor of it, that almoft
all the fine ftatues were found.

-~ The writer of the letter obferves, that ¢ the notion
‘ of this theatre’s being full, when the eruption hap-
¢ pened, and that the people had not time to
¢ efcape,” was probably groundlefs ; becaufe no dead
bodies have been found in it. To which is added
another reafon for judging, that the deftruction of the
city was not abfolutely fudden ; which is, the {mall
quantity of riches hitherto found in it; as well as
the very fmall nymber of bodies and bones, not
amounting, in all, to above 20 fkeletons, iffo many.
And one very extraordinary inftance is alleged in fup-.
port of this opinion, ¢ that-they had at leaft fome
¢ notice ;” however fhort it might be. A fkeleton
‘'was found in a door-way, in a running attitude ; with
one arm extended, which appeared to have had a
bag of money in the hand of it: for the lava had
taken fo exact an impreflion of the man, that therg
was a hole under the hand of the extended arm ;
which hole was apparently the impreflion of the
bag, and feveral pieces of filver coin weré found ‘in
it. This man therefore muft have had notice enough
of the danger, to endeavour to fecure his treafure ;
tho’ ‘he muft have been, as is remark’d, inftanta-
neoufly encompafled with liquid fire, in attempting
It.

No manufcripts have yet been found; but they
have met with fome few infcriptions on marble, tho’
none, that are ot any confequence, or ferve to give
new light in any point of antiquity.

U 2 : The
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The labour of clearing the place is performed by
flaves, who work chained together, two and two.

The curiofities taken out of it are depofited at a
palace of the king's, at Portici; and fill feveral rooms
 there. ' '

The fineft of them are the ftatues. There is an
exceedingly beautiful one, in white marble, of Balbus,
on horfeback ; which ftands in a portico of the palace,
and is a moft juftly admired performance. It is quite
intire ; and the horfe is reckoned the fineft piece of
work of that kind. The other ftatues are not yet
put up. There are many of them ; fome in marble,
fome in bronze, and almoft all of them fine. Parti-
cularly, one of Agrippina; alfo a figure of a woman,
with a dejected countenance, - which is the moft ex-
preflive of forrow, innocence, modefty, and difhi-
dence, that it is poffible to conceive. Some of the
bronze ftatues are remarkable for having a fort of
enamelled eyes put into them; but the whites of
them look very fhocking.

The marble; that has been found, is very fine, and
of various forts ; and the king has made moft beau-
tiful tables of it.

The writer proceeds next to give fome account of
the paintings, and obferves, that, to fpeak the truth,
much the greateft part of them are but a very few
degrees better than what you will fee upon an ale-
houfe-wall. ‘They are all painted on plaifter ; which
has been very carefully feparated from the wall, in
as large pieces as might be done. Thefe picces are
now framed; and there are above 1500 of them,
but not above 20, that are tolerable. The beft of
them are 3 large pieces; one of which is a fort of

, hiftory-
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hiftory-piece, containing 4 figures, that have fome
expreffioh in their faces; but even thefe beft, if they
were modern performances, would hardly be thought
worthy of a place in a garret. There are about a
dozen little pieces, of women dancing, centaurs, &',
the attitudes of which are very genteel, and the draw-
ing pretty ; but the thading is terrible daubing.

The colouring, that has been fo much talk’d of,
‘is allow’d to be furprifingly. freth, and well preferv’d,
confidering how long it has been done; but the
painters of them feem to have been matfters of only a
very few fimple colours, and thofe not very good
ones. The red is the brighteft and beft. The lava
was found fticking on to all the painting ; which, as
fome think, has helped to preferve it. The paint is
liable to be rubbed off; to prevent which inconve-
nience, they have flightly varnifhed it. ,

The defigns of the greateft part of thefe paintings
are fo ftrange and uncouth, that it is difficult, and
almoft impofiible, to guefs what was aimed at. A
vaft deal of it looks like fuch Chinefe borders and
ornaments, as we fee painted upon fkreens. There
are great numbers of little figures, dancing upon ropes;.
fome few {mall bad landfcapes ; and fome very odd
pieces, either emblematical, or perhaps only the
painter’s whim.  Of which laft the writer gives two
fpecimens ; one, of a grafshopper driving a parrot ;
the other, of a vaft great head, in the midft of what
feems to have been intended for a green field encom-
pafled with an hedge.

All the paintings are either upon black or red
grounds : and {uch, that the writer cannot help {ufpect-
ing, that it is their antiquity alone, that has recom-
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mended thet to their admirers, and atoned, in their
eyes, for all their blemifhes and defects; and pro-
fefles great amazement at the accounts, which have
been fent to England concerning them,

Then follows a little fort of inventory of things
found in this fubterraneous town ; kitchen-furniture,
in abundance, in iron and in copper ; apparently an-
fwering the fame purpofes, for which we now ufe
them, tho’ a little different in thape ; vaft numbers of
lamps, both earthen and copper ; locks, hinges, &c. A
loaf of bread, almoft burnt toa coal, with the baker’s
name upon it. Some beans and barley. A fithing-
net, burnt quite black ; but yet hanging together, {o
that one may plainly fee the mefhes, and what the
thing has been. Some urns and tripods, in bronze,
chafed in a very neat and curious manner ; the chafin
in-filver. Some bufts. A good many fmall figures,
and medals; but the king is {o choice of thefe laft,
that they are not to be feen, tho’ faid to be not very
curious. All the coin, which they have found, has
been filver. There are a few good infaglio’s and
cameo’s. 'There is a pair of bracelets, which were
found on the wrift of a fkeleton ; alfo a few ear-rings,
and fome rings.

The king has laid down, in the rooms at Portici,
feveral of the mofaic pavements, that were found at
Herculaneum. The defigns of them are pretty
enough, but not uncommon. They are, chiefly, black
and ‘white marble; and very {mall f{quares. They are
laid in a cement, but {o clumfily, that the pieces do
not touch atall; and the fame thing was obferv’d at
Herculancum. v

The
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The king is now employing a perfon to take draw-.
ings of all the ftatues, and principal paintings ; with
an intent to publifh them, together with an account
" of Herculaneum. ‘The ftatues cannot be made to
appear more beautiful than they really are : but the
writer -imagines the world will be vaftly deceived
with regard to the paintings. For the man is a very
nice drawer ;5 and has alfo managed the colouring to
advantage ; fo that he has made exceedingly pretty
things, from originals, which are miferable daubings.
The company having feen the drawings firft, were
extremely difappointed, when they afterwards came
to view the originals. It is likewife propofed to
make a plan of the town, by meafuring all the walls,
which they find, and taking all the angles ; and thus,
in fome degree, to compenfate for the omiffion of

laying it all open. '

XXII. A»n Occultation of the Planet Venus
by the Moon in the Day-time, obferved in
Surrey-ftreet, London, April 16, 1751,
O. St. by Dr. John Bevis. |

Read April 18. T IN D ING many had gotten a notion
1751 F from the almanac-makers, that it
would be next to impoffible to obferve this occulta-
tion, I was refolved to give attention to it; well re-
membering, that I had feveral times feen Venus on
the meridian with a three-foot tranfitory, when fhe
was much nearer her fuperior conjunction with the
fun, than now. The whole matter was to dire@ a
tube



